Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow (School) Network

Registering with CoCoRaHS.org and Entering
Data - Lesson 2

Subjects: Basic Computer Skills
Length of Activity: 2-5 minutes per day! ©

Objective: log on and enter your daily precipitation

Overview: Through the oversight of a teacher, students will log in to
CoCoRaHS.org and enter their daily data.

Preparation:

e Teachers should complete a basic training course in observing and reporting
precipitation. This short training can be completed online at
http://www.cocorahs.org or with a CoCoRaHS mentor/instructor.

e Teachers should complete the initial registration ahead of time. This should
take no more than 10-15 minutes.

e Students should be able to read and write measurements to hundredths of an
inch, tenths of an inch, and in whole numbers (see Lesson 1).

e TItisrecommended that after the initial registration, a bookmark is created to
go straight to the log-in page.

Materials and Supplies for this activity:
e Official CoCoRaHS rain gauge
e Computer with internet access
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Initial Registration:

e Go to http://www.cocorahs.org/ and click on the "Join CoCoRaHS" button in
the upper right hand corner of the page.
e Complete the registration using your school name in the following format:
First Name: Independence

Last Name: Elementary School

Phone: School phone number

E-Mail: use your school e-mail address

**Note: if you do not know your latitude/longitude coordinates, leave
this field blank. Your coordinates will be determined using the
address provided.

e Complete the remaining portion of the registration and select "Submit
Application” at the bottom of the page.

e You will receive an e-mail containing your username and password.
***Note: your username will default to ‘FirstnamelLastname’ (with no spaces).
i.e. IndependenceElementarySchool***

e (o to the following page to log-in: http://www.cocorahs.org/Login.aspx

0 Using the computer you will use at school, we recommend you create a
bookmark for this page.

o Enter your username and password provided in the e-mail and select
the box 'Save Login. Now your information will be saved on this page!
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Entering Data:

***Note: the default data entry page is the 'Daily Precipitation Report’ page
(Figure 1 below). If you need to enter data for an accumulation of precipitation
over multiple days, i.e. weekends or holidays, please use the ‘Multi-Day
Accumulation Report’ (Figure 2, see below for more details).

e After Logging in, if it does not default to the data entry page, select ‘My
Data’ at the top of the page.

= TIME OF OBSERVATION

We have selected 7:00 a.m. as the preferred time for daily
observations since it is most convenient for the majority of volunteers and a
time when it is less likely to be raining or snowing. For mapping precipitation
and comparing data among stations, it is helpful to all measure at about the
same time.

If your schedule does not permit you to check your gauge at 7:00 a.m.,
then please make sure you type in the actual fime you took your observation
on the data entry form. Observations made before 4:30 a.m. or after 9:30
a.m. will not appear on the daily maps.

If it is raining or snowing at or near 7:00 a.m., it is important for you
to report exactly when you read and emptied your gauge so we can interpret
the data properly. If it is not raining or snowing, reporting the exact reading
time is not critical.

We realize that you may not have time to report your observations to
us exactly at 7:00 a.m. The sooner you can report, the better, but report
whenever you are able. You can go back at any time to report data from past
weeks, months, and even years. Please make sure you enter the date of
observation correctly when you enter data from the past.

» REPORTING INTERVALS

We greatly appreciate daily reports covering consistent 24-hour
periods when possible, even when there has been no precipitation (report
0.00") or just a trace (report T). For many reasons, including drought
monitoring, it is just as important to know that it didn't rain at your location,
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as well as when it did!! If you don't know how much precipitation fell on a
particular day or over an accumulation period, type in M (which means
"missing data").

To report for multiple days, i.e. after a weekend or holiday, use the
“"MULTI-DAY ACCUMULATION FORM', found in the left hand column of
your ‘My Data’ page. Here, fill in the dates as appropriate and report the
accumulation of data in the proper field. Notes always help!

= REVIEWING YOUR DATA REPORTS

After you begin reporting data to CoCoRaHS, please refer to the
"MAPS" section on our web site for your city and county. Make sure your
data are appearing, and appearing in the correct location. If not, please let
us know immediately. When you submit your data, it may take a few minutes
before it appears on the maps.

Also, check data by clicking "MY DATA" or *VIEW DATA". Always
make sure your data are typed correctly and entered on the right date. If
you make a mistake with a daily entry, click on the pencil fo the right of the
report and resubmit the corrected entry. Many may look at and use your
data and these data will be archived indefinitely.

All maps, both recent and historic, are posted on our Web site. As you
examine them, you will begin to learn along with us how precipitation
patterns vary in our states. You can review all the data reports you have
submitted, or you can check the rainfall totals for all stations in your
county—and more. Just experiment!

Tips and Suggestions:

Many teachers have found that the best practice is to bring the rain gauge
inside first thing in the morning. If there is no precipitation, it can be left
outside, but please report your zeros!ll If there is precipitation, have the
students determine the amount and have them enter the data and replace
the gauge outside.

Please make sure to oversee the entered amounts tfo make certain that
errors are not being reported. (See '‘Reviewing Your Data Reports' above).

Registration and Basic Data Entry - Lesson 2 Page 4



Daily Report Form: Figure 1

CoMMuNITY CoLLaBorATIVE Rain, HaiL & Snow NeETWORK
“Becouse every drop counrs”

ipi . Submit D L
Enter My New Reports 2 == ubmit Data I eser I
Station Number : IN-EL-T

Dizily P recipitzti : -
: tl;.:l s ted Station Name : Millersburg 0.5 SW
» Significani Weaiher = Denotes Required Fisld
» Multi-Day Accumulation = 5
« Manthly Zaros |1-"'-""2310 v| “Obsarvation Date '@

Lizt/Edit My Reports “Observation Time @

“Rain and Melted Snow to the neareet hundredth inch that has fallen in the

+ Dailv Precipitaion 0.08

+ Hall gauge hours

« Significant Weather , . o oo -

o Wil Dy Acohmiiaion @ves O No Report was taken atreglstele:l.lol:mmn. Record your prec]rp’utatfon
" | Dbservation Notes: (Thiswill bz avaiiabe tothe public/ @ I

Type any comments or other data in this

measurement from inside
section for language arts. ‘

the gauge in

Record snowfall

accumulation —P—ey ? hundredths (0.00). If
from snowboard Accumulation of new snow in inches to the nearelsttemh snow feﬂ, Jt Shou!d be

in tenths (0.0 Melted value from core to the nearest hundradih '@ )

( : ) Total Snow and |ce on Ground at Observation Time meflted in the gauge and
1.5  Depth of tetal snow and ice (new and old) in inches to the nearest half inch @ then measured_
Record total |2 | Melted value from cora to the nearest hundradth Q
snow depth on 4=
Intormation
grotmd to / fatme is unknown or the storm has not ended leave it blank.

nea{'eSt half Precipiation Began l:l [eX el
inch ProcipitationEnded | | OAMOFM
Heaviest Precipitation Began | | O OFPM
Heaviest Precipiation Lasted I:l minutes
These times are: | Select Time Accuracy

Additional Infermation

Any Floading? Select a Flooding Value & .

() ¥es (O N Did you record hourly precipitation (or other detailed ime i | for this
storm? If yes, CoCoRaHs personnel may request a copy of this data later, 50 please save It

_ e I —— I

My Data Entry : Multi-Day Precipitation Report Form

Multiple Day Accumu n Form
Station Number : CO-LR-832
Station Name :  Fort Collins 0.6 NNW

First day of accumulation period. This day should
be one day after your last report.

m Date the rain gauge was emptied.

[ pM_ 7] Time the rain gauge was emptied.
®Yes ONo Report was taken at registered location?

2/8/2011 -

Multi-Day Report form:

Multi Day Precipitation (in inches)
Total Depth of Snow on Ground (in inches)
Core Precipitation (in inches)

Notes

Figure 2

Submit Data
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