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Creating the CoCoRaHS Condition Monitoring Program

• Launched as a pilot project to 
• test a new way of collecting drought impacts information from 

citizen science volunteers
• advance understanding of the linkages between drought and 

on-the-ground impacts

• The Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow 
Network (CoCoRaHS)
•Tapping into an existing network of volunteers and resources 
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Condition Monitoring vs. Drought Impacts Reporting

• Weekly observations help to:

• Identify early signs of drought

•Monitor deteriorating conditions

•Determine when conditions begin to 
improve

• Identify any lingering impacts
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Photos courtesy of CoCoRaHS observer Christopher Lumpp



Condition Monitoring Report Form

How wet or dry is it, compared to a “normal” year? 
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Tell us a little more about what you’re seeing in your 
local environment and around the community. 

Use these categories to give a snapshot of the type 
of information you’ve included in your report.



Report Submissions – October 10,2016 –May 15, 2020

• 56,154 reports

• 4,781 observers

• All 50 states as 
well as 
• Bahamas

• Canada 

• Puerto Rico

• US Virgin Islands
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Project Updates

• Web map improvements

• Outreach and communications

• Recognizing consistent observers

• Regionally-specific guidance

• Assessing new ways to use reports
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Consistent Observers Layer on Web Map
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Monthly Carolinas Newsletter & 
Consistent Observer Recognition
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Regional Guidance
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Beyond Drought: Assessing New Ways to Use Reports

• NCEI Storm Database

•Event-specific reports

• Southeast Regional Climate Center 

•Quarterly reports

• NC and SC State Climate Offices 

•Weekly, monthly, seasonal, and 

annual reports
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Thank You.
Amanda Farris
afarris@sc.edu
(803) 777-6875
www.cisa.sc.edu


