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May was dry and hot across the Gulf South

Despite the fact that nearly 23 days of the month had measureable rain somewhere across the Bayou State,
most locations remained below normal on precipitation totals for the month. A slow moving frontal system at
the beginning of the month accounted for much of the monthly totals. The drier conditions have contributed to
a longer term drought situation that was temporarily lessened in March and April. Soils are beginning to dry
and green vegetation in the growing season is putting stress on ground water supplies. Please see the
graphics on the back page for more details on last month’s rainfall picture and the re-emergence of dryness
and drought across the mid-Gulf States. The departure from normal depiction is quite telling on variability of
even heavy rainfall days, where high amounts are in close proximity to dryness.

o 2nd Wettest Month Local
LA-EB-19 Monticello 3.0
ENE 17.25” on 1 reports

e Number of Rain Days: 23

e Wettest Day State & Local:
LA-AS-10 Prarieville 1.8 NW
5.59” on the 3rd

e Driest Month Local
LA-EB-9 Brownfields 5.8 NE
0.42” on 20 reports

e Hail Days: 1
Minden 2.2 NE reported
3/8” hail at 8:39 pm on May
Ith.

Reporting Statistics (IMay)

Stations reporting: 104
Number of reports: 2333

Average daily reporting: 75.3

Busiest Reporting Day

Date: May 8th
Number of Reports: 86
Average reported rainfall: 0.53”

Max amount: 2.48”

Wettest Reporting Day

Date: May 3rd
Number of Reports: 71
Average reported rainfall: 0.97”

Max amount: 5.59”

Hurricane Season Is Here

June 1st marked the start of
the Atlantic Basin tropical cy-
clone season, which does in-
clude the Gulf of Mexico. This
year wasted no time to get ac-
tive, as Tropical Storm Alberto
and Tropical Storm Beryl al-
ready came and went off the
Carolinas and north Florida
coasts in May. The actual offi-
cial start date is merely a sta-
tistical mark that encompasses
95 percent of all historical
tropical cyclones. Now is the
time to review your personal
preparedness plans. DO NOT
STAY BEHIND TO READ YOUR
RAIN GUAGE if you are in an
evacuation area.

Comment of the Month - From Reserve 0.5 SSE (LA-]B-2) on May

24, 2012

“Couple of light afternoon showers, first rain in 10 days”

This pretty much summed up the dry conditions most experienced

across southeast Louisiana in May.

Keep those rainfall and hail reports coming!
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condifions.
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Louisiana: May, 2012 Monthly Departure from Normal Precipitation
Valid at 6/1/2012 1200 UTC - Created 6/3/12 21:40 UTC
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This image depicts the departure from normal for May rainfall. The bright reds in the central and northern half of the
state are 4 to 8 inches of deficit. Much of southeast Louisiana experienced deficits of 1 to 4 inches for the month with a
few patches with greater deficits along the Mississippi border. Thanks to heavy rains on the 2nd-3rd, areas near Baton
Rouge fared better than most, as well as along the immediate coast with gulf breeze afternoon activity.




