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The PRISM computer model was originally 
written in the early 1990s by Chris Daly at 
Oregon State University.  Before PRISM, 
precipitation maps were hand-drawn, done 
differently in each state, and were very 
expensive to produce.  PRISM maps were 
found to be as least as accurate, but a lot 
faster and cheaper to produce.  Chris formed 
the PRISM Climate Group to handle the many 
requests for climate maps, and is still hard at 
work today, improving the model and making 
better maps.  

http://prism.oregonstate.edu 

PRISM (Parameter-elevation Regressions on Independent Slopes Model) 



!!
!"#$%&
.*%-1!.A4;<@87!

Here are some other projects the PRISM 
Climate Group has worked on recently: 
 
•! USDA 2012 Plant Hardiness Zone Map – 

winter temperature map used by millions of 
gardeners and plant breeders 

•! NOAA extreme rainfall atlas - used by states, 
counties, and municipalities to determine 
building codes and regulations for urban and 
rural drainage systems 

 
•! Daily weather maps for the US crop 

insurance program - estimates of what 
happened on every field every day 



!!
!"#$%&
.*%-1!'-/%1"/'-!

/69A9! 5A9! :5BK! D4@5G4B7! ?B! 869! $-! F4A! >6?@6! B4! =A9@?=?85G4B! 4H79AE5G4B7! 9C?78L! /4!
@A9589! 5! @4BGB<4<7! :5=! 4F! =A9@?=?85G4B! 5@A477! 869! @4<B8AKQ! 5E5?D5HD9! 785G4B!
4H79AE5G4B7! 5A9! F9;! ?B84! 5! @4:=<89A! :4;9D! @5DD9;! .*%-1! N.5A5:989A29D9E5G4B!
*9JA977?4B7!4B! %B;9=9B;9B8!-D4=97!14;9DOL!.*%-1!97G:5897!=A9@?=?85G4B! F4A!5!JA?;!4F!
7Z<5A9!@9DD7Q!:957<A?BJ![LV!:?D9!5@A477Q!@4E9A?BJ!869!9BGA9!@4<B8AKL!(4A!JA?;!@9DD7!>69A9!
B4! 4H79AE5G4B7! 9C?78Q! .*%-1!:?:?@7! 869! =A4@977! 5B! 9C=9A8! @D?:584D4J?78!>4<D;! F4DD4>\!
869! :4;9D! 7?:<D5897! 64>! =A9@?=?85G4B! E5A?97! >?86! 9D9E5G4BQ! 5@@4<B87! F4A! 4@95B?@!
:4?78<A9!74<A@97Q!5B;!F5@84A7!?B!89AA5?B!H5AA?9A7!8658!@5B!@5<79!A5?B!765;4>7L!!



!!
!"#$%&
,%-/)*%+"3!0)*1"3- !(*)1!/,'!.*%-1!+3%1"/'!1"..%0#!-]-/'1!

+D?:584D4J?787!<79!B4A:5D7!57!5!H579D?B9!F4A!;989A:?B?BJ!869!5:4<B8!4F!=A9@?=?85G4B!
9C=9@89;!58!5!J?E9B!D4@5G4BL!04A:5D7!5A9!7987!4F!^[2K95A!5E9A5J97Q!5B;!5A9!A9@4:=<89;!
58!869!9B;!4F!95@6!;9@5;9L!/69!@<AA9B8!.*%-1!B4A:5D7!@4E9A!869!=9A?4;!SUTS2_[S[Q!5B;!
?B@D<;9!74:9!+4+4*5,-!;585L!!

Hey it’s 2011, let’s re-compute using the past 30 years 
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To access the portal, make sure you are logged into your CoCoRaHS account and 
then click on my account from the CoCoRaHS homepage 

www.cocorahs.org 
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One option is to click on the 
“blue” words PRISM PORTAL 
to get access to the 
Continental United States  
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The other option is to click on 
the “blue” words PRISM data to 
get access to your specific 
station’s PRISM data.  



!!
!"#$%&!'"()*&
"++'--!M!#9iBJ!785A89;!

You are now in the PRISM 
PORTAL.   
 
You have four button options to 
find your desired geographic 
location: 
 
1.! State and County 
2.! Station number 
3.! Coordinates 
4.! Clicking on the map 
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Go to the center of a county 
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Go to a CoCoRaHS station location 
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Go to latitude/longitude coordinates 
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The Portal plots a graph of historical “Normals” for the chosen location  
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To move backwards to a previous page on the Portal click one of underlined 
choices in the upper left-hand corner of the page. 
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Click to download the plotted data to a spreadsheet 
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Click here to learn about 
PRISM data stability.  The 
more recent the date, the 
more likely the data will 
change in the future.  
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Our “mouse-over” function will show you specific individual values 
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Specific month via mouse-over function 

Turn each line off and on by 
checking or un-checking these 
boxes 
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Specific year via mouse-over function 



]4<!@5B!5D74!;4>BD45;!5BK!4F!869!
G:9!79A?97!=A9@?=?85G4B!;585!4=G4B7!
?B84!85HD9!F4A:!<7?BJ!'C@9DQ!98@L!!L!L!L!

L!L!L!FA4:!>69A9!K4<!@5B!:5`9!K4<A!
4>B!@<784:!JA5=67L!



!!
)!!*#J)(#',$&
.*%-1!0)*1"3-!$-'&!%0!+)+)*",-!W"/'*!]'"*!-$11"*%'-!

.*%-1!^[!]'"*!0)*1"3-!"*'!p'%0#!$-'&!%0!+)+)*",-!W"/'*!]'"*!-$11"*%'-!



!!
)!!*#J)(#',$&
.*%-1!0)*1"3-!$-'&!%0!+)+)*",-!W"/'*!]'"*!-$11"*%'-!

PRISM normals 
used for comparison 



B"-F+-,(*O&)$P-I&F+-$(#',$&GB)FH&



!!
B)F&
W,"/!%-!1)&'3'&!&"/"Y!!%-!%/!$-'&!'3-'W,'*'Y!

!"#$%&'(#)*+,-&&
&&
./+0#1#0&0$%$&2)&0$%$&%3$%&3$)&4##,&#)*5$%#0&46&$&7+58(%#"&8"+9"$5&12:#&;<=>/?&$,0&2)&
,+%&$&02"#7%&5#$)("#5#,%@&&&
.A#&0+, %&3$B#&)%$*+,)&#B#"6C3#"#?&)+&C#&5$:#&#)*5$%#)?&4$)#0&+,&)72#,*D7&8"2,7281#)?&
E+"&81$7#)&C3#"#&)%$*+,)&$"#&$4)#,%@&&&
.;<=>/&5+0#1#0&0$%$&7+5#)&+,&$&"#9(1$"&9"20?&C3#"#&#$73&82F#1&2)&G&521#&+,&$&)20#@&&
.H$B2,9&#)*5$%#)&+,&$&"#9(1$"&9"20&$7"+))&%3#&7+(,%"6&2)&,##0#0&E+"&$&B$"2#%6&+E&
$88127$*+,)@&&&
.>+5#*5#)&%3#&9"20)&$"#&$,$16I#0&02"#7%16&%+&)%(06&%3#&7125$%#&+E&$,&$"#$?&4(%&()($116&%3#6&
$"#&()#0&$)&2,8(%&%+&+%3#"&5+0#1)&%3$%&#)*5$%#&$,&$5$I2,916&C20#&"$,9#&+E&()#E(1&%32,9)&
)(73&$)&C$%#"&)(8816?&$9"27(1%("$1&8"+0(7*+,?&9$"0#,2,9&7+,02*+,)?&#,0$,9#"#0&)8#72#)&
3$42%$%?&C3#"#&%+&)#11&),+C&41+C#")?&+"&#B#,&C3#,&2%&2)&*5#&%+&)#11&27#&7"#$5-&&&



!!
B)F&
W,]!&)'-!/,'!.*%-1!/%1'!-'*%'-!3))h!&%(('*'0/!(*)1!W,"/!%X1!+)33'+/%0#!W%/,!+)+)*",-Y!

%8!;497!D44`!;?a9A9B8!5B;!69A9 7!>6K\!
!
.J,*1&,+C?&%3#&5+0#1&)+&E$"&3$)&4##,&()2,9&K$*+,$1&A#$%3#"&>#"B27#&LMM;&0$%$&N,+%&
L+L+<$H>O?&5+(,%$2,&>KMPQR&)%$*+,&0$%$?&$,0&)+5#&+%3#"&,$*+,$1&$,0&"#92+,$1&
,#%C+":)@&&
&&
.H+C#B#"?&46&520SK+B#54#"&TUVT?&%3#&;<=>/&9"20)&9+2,9&4$7:&%+&W$,($"6&TUVV&C211&
2,7+"8+"$%#&L+L+<$H>&0$%$@&&P3$%&5#$,)&%3$%&9"$83)&)3+C2,9&0$%$&$X#"&W$,($"6&TUVV&C211&
1++:&5+"#&12:#&6+("&$7%($1&0$%$@&&&P3#6&5$6&,+%&5$%73&8#"E#7%16?&3+C#B#"?&4#7$()#&%3#&
5+0#1#0&8"#7282%$*+,&2)&%3#&"#)(1%&+E&$&7+542,$*+,&+E&,#$"46&)%$*+,&+4)#"B$*+,)?&
#)*5$%#0&%+&$&9"20&7#11&+E&$4+(%&G&521#&+,&$&)20#@&&
&
.A3#,&C#&9#%&$&73$,7#&%+&(80$%#&;<=>/&0$%$&4#E+"#&TUVV?&L+L+<$H>&0$%$&C211&7#"%$2,16&
4#&()#0-&

!



!!
B)F&
&)!])$!-/%33!0''&!1]!+)+)*",-!&"/"Y!

]4<!:5K!57`!K4<A79DFQ! #99!>?86!5DD!4F!86?7!:4;9D9;!;585Q!
;4!K4<!7GDD!B99;!:9!84!85`9!+4+4*5,-!4H79AE5G4B7Y !
!
Y#)?&2,0##0-&&;"#7282%$*+,&B$"2#)&)+&9"#$%16&E"+5&81$7#&%+&
81$7#&+,&0$6S%+S0$6&4$)2)?&2%&2)&258+))241#&E+"&#B#,&5+0#1)&
)(73&$)&;<=>/&%+&#)*5$%#&#F$7%16&C3$%&"$2,&E#11&C3#"#@&&
>+5#*5#)?&+("&#)*5$%#)&$"#&C$6&+Z@&&P3#&C+")%&7$)#&E+"&
;<=>/&2)&C3#,&"$2,E$11&7+5#)&E"+5&)5$11S)7$1#&7+,B#7*B#&
)3+C#")&$,0&%3(,0#")%+"5)&%3$%&)##5&%+&8+8&(8&
"$,0+516&$7"+))&%3#&1$,0)7$8#@&&=,&%3#)#&:2,0)&+E&
)2%($*+,)?&C#&,##0&$)&5$,6&+4)#"B#")&$)&C#&7$,&9#%&%+&
3#18&5$:#&)("#&C#&:,+C&C3#"#&2%&"$2,#0&$,0&C3#"#&2%&
020,[%@&&



!!
B)F&
&)'-!.*%-1!$-'!W'"/,'*!*"&"*Y!

<$0$"S#,3$,7#0&;<=>/&2)&7+52,9&)++,@&&K$*+,$1&A#$%3#"&
>#"B27#&C#$%3#"&"$0$"&7$,&4#&B#"6&()#E(1&2,&#)*5$*,9&
C3#"#&$,0&3+C&5(73&8"#7282%$*+,&E#11?&#B#,&C3#"#&%3#"#&
$"#&,+&+4)#"B2,9&)%$*+,)@&&H+C#B#"?&"$0$"&0+#)&,+%&C+":&
C#11&#B#"6C3#"#@&&P3#&"$0$"&4#$5&2)&41+7:#0&46&5+(,%$2,)?&
)+&2)&,+%&()#0&#F%#,)2B#16&2,&%3#&C#)%#",&J,2%#0&>%$%#)@&&=%&
$1)+&7$,&3$B#&%"+(41#&)##2,9&),+CE$11@&&H+C#B#"?&;<=>/&2)&
C+":2,9&+,&$&5#%3+0&%+&2,7+"8+"$%#&"$0$"&0$%$&2,%+&%3#&
;<=>/&5$8)&C3#"#&2%&2)&5+)%&"#12$41#@&<$0$"S#,3$,7#0&
;<=>/&5$8)&C211&4#&$00#0&%+&%3#&8+"%$1&$)&)++,&$)&%3#6&$"#&
"#$06@&&\(%&%3#)#&5$8)&C211&+,16&9+&4$7:&$)&E$"&$)&W$,($"6&
TUUT?&C3273&2)&%3#&#$"12#)%&0$%#&E+"&C3273&"$0$"&0$%$&$"#&
$B$21$41#&,$*+,$116@&&



B'"&)II#(#',)*&F+-$(#',$&!*-)$-&J',()J(Q&
70R3S63632=<:/32;&


