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“Because every drop counts, as do all Zeros.” 

Welcome to  
the  

Texas CoCoRaHS  
Observer newsletter. 

     The purpose of this news-
letter is to keep observers 
informed of the latest news, 
events and happenings relat-
ed to the CoCoRaHS pro-
gram here in Texas, as well 
as news about the latest 
weather patterns affecting 
each region of Texas.  
 
     If you would like to have 
a presentation done for your 
group or organization about 
CoCoRaHS, please send an e-
mailtoTexas@CoCoRaHS.org 

Austin/ San Antonio 

Summary 28 
Houston / SE Texas 

Summary 30 

CoCoRaHS Data is Essential, and You Should See How 

     The following article by Greg Story published in the “Texas Weather Journal” illustrates the importance of 
CoCoRaHS observer’s daily observations to river forecasting. This real-life example is just another reason why  
CoCoRaHS observer’s make their walk outside every morning to read their gauge and to report at the usual 
reporting time of 7:00 A.M. This timely data is ingested into computer models which are run that morning 
along with other official data to produce various forecasts for the next 24 hours and beyond.  

We hope you will enjoy reading and seeing how your data is used everyday.  Think your observations aren’t 
important? Think Again! 

 

 

The following article was originally published in the Texas Water Journal (texaswaterjournal.org) in 2018, Volume 9, 

Number 1, September 21, 2018 and was first published in the Texas Weather Journal on that date. Published here 

with permission from the Texas Water Journal. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__texaswaterjournal.org&d=CwMFaQ&c=ODFT-G5SujMiGrKuoJJjVg&r=cX_u_ObLTXfOYd_90dPVSg&m=K58qUD0qlZKVjkiuf8VtXbJt9ft67cN35o2VIfJSGwY&s=XeGlKkUHVs6_tpYoxpDZsvncNNAS9aDAatEfwMnhmeo&e=
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 Wichita Falls Regional Climate Summary 

 By Charles Kuster 

CIMMS/NSSL 

September and October 2018 brought abundant and much-needed rainfall to the Wichita Falls region. Wet days (at least one CoCo-

RaHS station reported 0.05 inches or more) were relatively common and by the end of October, the area had seen 32 wet days and 

only 30 dry days (all CoCoRaHS stations reported less than 0.05 inches). The largest single-day rainfall event ended on September 

22nd. During this event, almost every CoCoRaHS station reported over 2.30” of rain with the maximum occurring in Wilbarger Coun-

ty. Weather radar estimates indicate that many locations in Wilbarger and Baylor County saw at least 3” of rain with a couple areas 

potentially seeing 6–8” of rain (Fig. 1)! Conditions changed, however, once November arrived. Very little precipitation fell in No-

vember as 27 out of 30 days were dry days. Once again all CoCoRaHS stations reported less than 0.05 inches in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: 24-hour rainfall estimates ending on the morning of September 22, 2018. 

As a whole, the fall of 2018 was quite wet in the Wichita Falls region. Many locations received at least 8” of rain during the season 

and many locations saw between 150–300% of normal precipitation (Fig. 2). In total, there were 57 dry days (63%) and 34 wet days 

(37%). For comparison, last fall had 69 dry days and only 22 wet days. The plentiful rain has also resulted in all parts of the region 

no longer being under any drought category according to the U.S. Drought Monitor (https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/

StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?TX). We will have to watch out for drought returning especially if the dry November pattern continues 

deep into the winter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Map showing a) departure from normal precipitation and b) percent of normal precipitation. In both maps, cool colors 

indicate above normal precipitation and warm colors indicate below normal precipitation. 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?TX
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?TX
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 “Climate Summary for West Texas/ SE New Mexico (continued)” 
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 “North Texas Regional Fall Climate Summary (continued)” 
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 “East Texas Regional Fall Climate Summary (continued)” 



Page 22                                                            Fall 2018                         Texas CoCoRaHS Observer 

Lower Rio Grande Valley Regional Fall Summary 
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 “Lower Rio Grande Valley Regional Fall Summary (continued)” 
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“Lower Rio Grande Valley Regional Fall Summary (continued)” 
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 “Lower Rio Grande Valley Regional Fall Summary (continued)” 
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 Brazos Valley Regional Fall Climate Summary 
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 “Austin/San Antonio Regional Fall Summary (continued)” 
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Houston/Galveston Regional Fall Climate Summary 
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 “Houston/Galveston Regional Fall Summary (continued)” 
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“Houston/Galveston Regional Fall Summary (continued)” 
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 2018-2019 Winter Weather Outlook 
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“2018-2019 Winter Weather Outlook (continued)” 
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 CoCoRaHS Training Tips and Information 

One of the most confusing situations some observers encounter is finding water in their gauge on mornings 

when condensation forms and drains inside the inner tube. Just because there is water in your gauge doesn’t 

mean that precipitation occurred. Please read below about how to list in comments that condensation collected 

in your gauge and to leave the precipitation box as zero rain. Also one last important reminder is to always look 

at your county map each day to check how your observation compares to nearby stations. See lower right of 

page. This is an easy way to double check that you entered the correct daily amount in your precipitation box 

and to look and see if a multi-day value was entered by mistake as a daily report.  
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Here are some important training reminders for all observers to stay up-to-date on the proper observing standards. 

The below two images show where all the different type of reports are located and displayed on the CoCoRaHS 

website. Please review training material online or call a local or regional coordinator if you have any questions on 

how to  make any of these reports.  
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 CoCoRaHS Webinars 

Texas CoCoRaHS Observer 
The official newsletter of Texas CoCoRaHS 

Newsletter Editors:  Juan Alanis Jr., Co-Regional Coordinator - Corpus Christi Region 

   cocorahsstx@gmail.com 

   Ronald Havran, Regional Coordinator - Houston/Galveston Region 

   cocorahs.hou.galv@gmail.com 

Assistant Editor:  Billy Forney, Harris County CoCoRaHS Coordinator 

   forney.cocorahs@gmail.com 

Texas CoCoRaHS:  William (Bill) Runyon, Texas State Coordinator 

   texas@cocorahs.org 

                                       

Texas CoCoRaHS  

 

@Texas_CoCoRaHS 


