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Motivation

• Conditions on Forests are underrepresented by CoCoRaHS Condition 

Monitoring, but we care a great deal about how forests are changing on 

short and long timescales

• A database of forest condition impacts would be of value to management 

communities monitoring climate change, drought, floods, phenology, and 

other natural hazards impacting forests

• Additional monitoring reports can help Forest managers with their 

monitoring goals
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We receive great information 

from agricultural areas and 

suburban areas during dry 

times

Less info on 

forest land
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Forest Needs

• Our team conducted a survey of Federal and State Forest Service personnel 

• This survey was used to determine what data collection needs Forests 

specialists had, and if CoCoRaHS could help

• Let’s review some results:
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Forest 

Needs

Q: What are your 

biggest 

management 

challenges 

related to 

drought, climate 

change, or 

changing 

environmental 

conditions?
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Which Data 

Are Used?

Seeing that the US Drought Monitor is widely-used 

was an interesting finding. CoCoRaHS Condition 

Monitoring and this project were born out of our 

efforts to make the Drought Monitor better
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Forests Are Not Consistently Storing 

Data Like this

• We asked how survey respondents were storing data relating to shifts in 

environmental conditions

• Responses:
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Where We’re Headed

• Design CoCoRaHS Condition Monitoring guidelines specifically for those in 

forests using our survey results (Fall 2021) <-instructions available

• Recruiting drive (Spring 2022) <- We are here

• Data Collection (Summer/Fall 2022) 

• Evaluate and summarize results (Spring 2023)
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Some 

Progress
So far this spring I have 

sent out our 

recommended forest 

monitoring instructions to 

observers in western 

Colorado 

I’ve been encouraging 

observers to file 

Condition Monitoring 

reports and thanking 

them when they do

Larger Condition 

Monitoring Campaign to 

come



Thanks for your time!

Questions, comments?

Peter Goble, peter.goble@colostate.edu

Donna Shorrock, donna.shorrock@usda.gov

Stephanie Connolly, stephanie.connolly@usda.gov


